S

PUB WXS-ADM -

sm'l:;: ' m::mwmw.mr I8 m 05 AH ']8

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

EDWARD TATNALL BUILRING
DOVER, BELAWARE 19901

Hay 1». 1976

¥r. Albert Madora

New Castle County Department
of Public Works

2701 Capital Trail

New Castle, Delaware 19720

Dear Al:

On Friday, Apoil 23, 1976, a representative of the Department:of Natwral
Resources and Eavironmental Control collected a water sample from a well on
the east side of Route 13, several hundred feet north of Red Lion Creek.  This . .
well is owned by Miss Sara Wagner, who had called Middletown Well Drillers to

_vepair her well pump, Middletown moticed that the well water was badly cop- °

- taminated andtalled the Department.'- The water has a greenish-brown coior and
an organic sheen; it has a very strong oxganic odor, Analyses of two samples
of this water ate attached. The concentrations of COD, T0C, irom, manganese
and lead are much higher than those in native ground water, (The h:'.gh lead
may, .however, be contributed from a lead packer which seals the screen in the
well casing.) . .

This well is only a few hundred feet east of the old New Castle County
Tybout's Cormer Landfill, The lacations of the well and landfill are shown on
the accompanying map. This landfill was constructed between 1969 and 1972. ‘
Based on interpretation of the data collected by the University's Water Resources '
Center, New Castle County's consultant, Richardson Associates, and persomnel of |
this Department, the contamination in. the Hagner well appears to have J.eached
from the landfill. .

The well is the sole source of water to two residences. As the water is
neither fit for drinking, cocking or washing, the residents are under extreme
hardship. For the last six months they have hauled water home in bottles from
the Artesian Hater Canpany p\mping station at Bear, All thein wate:' needs must '
be met this way, . , . . o

The County should move immediately to provide the xesidents with an intex'im
souree of potable water, This can be accomplished with a water tank t:'uck (similaxv
to the one used for Mary Reni's well).
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+ The céﬁn‘cy should also-move at once to provide a permanent source of
potable water to the properties. Existing publie water transmission facilities
' ave at least 4000 feet away £rom the conteninated well.

... “ghis problen points up the necessity for further evaluation of the water :

", potlution potential of the Tybouts Corner Landfill, The Department has recent~ -
- 1y sampled 10 other domestic wells in the area around the landfill. Tentative
. pesults are that none of the wells were contaminated by landfill leachate at

the time .of sampling., However, saveral residents south of the 1andfill complained

* of occasional taste and odor problems that could vesult from slugs of leachate i

travelling ’;pzjopgh the_‘grognd. L e

)

18 you have an); queétiorlxa' piease call fie.

Sincerely,

Jclimd.

N. C. Vasuki
Directon

- NQV?MAA:jas
Enclosure

cc: The Honarable Jaha C. Bryson
The Honorable Dopald Isaacs
The Honovable Gepard A. Cain
Mo, Jexry Adkins
Mo, John T. Egan
Mo, Michael A. Apger
Mv. Ronald N, Stoufer
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